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The Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia Receives Grant From Healthcare Georgia Foundation to Undertake Study of the Health Status of Georgia Latinos

Atlanta, GA – The Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia (HHCGA) is pleased to announce that it has received a $150,000 grant from Healthcare Georgia Foundation to support a new study of the health status of Georgia Latinos.  The study, which will be realized in conjunction with Emory University’s Rollins School for Public Health, is scheduled to be completed by May 2012 and released at HHCGA’s second Latino Health Summit in June 2012.

Health disparities at the national level for Latinos are well documented, and in 2007 a study on the health status of Latinos in Georgia revealed findings consistent with national levels.  However, since the completion of the 2007 report, two major environmental changes have affected how Georgia’s Latinos access and utilize healthcare: the economic recession and Georgia’s a strict immigration law, both of which are reported to have had negative health consequences for the state’s Latino population. This study will provide health practitioners and other service providers with critically needed information on the current health issues facing Latinos throughout the state.

“We are excited at the prospect of spearheading this important study that will enable healthcare professionals and others to better serve Georgia’s Latino population,” said Heidy Guzman M.A., HHCGA Executive Director. “We are also proud to have such an esteemed research partner in Emory’s Rollins School of Public Health, which shares HHCGA’s commitment to fostering the health and wellbeing of all of Georgia’s diverse communities.” 

The study will be released at the second Latino Health Summit, where panels of experts will discuss the results and implications contained in the report. In addition, statewide workgroups will be created to implement recommendations. The Summit will be held at Emory University in collaboration with Rollins School of Public Health. Through the study and the Summit, HHCGA and the Rollins School of Public Health seek to contribute to the elimination of the health disparities faced by Georgia’s underserved communities, which is also a priority of Healthcare Georgia Foundation.

The study and Summit are funded by a grant from the Healthcare Georgia Foundation. Created in 1999 as an independent private foundation, the Foundation’s mission is to advance the health of all Georgians and to expand access to affordable, quality healthcare for underserved individuals and communities.

For more information, contact Heidy Guzman at hguzman@hhcga.org or (678) 923 6401.
									
###
About the Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia
Hispanic Health Coalition of Georgia is Georgia’s only statewide organization that focuses on Latino/Hispanic health.  Services focus on community health promotion, education, health advocacy, and building capacity for high quality, culturally sensitive, and linguistically appropriate health care and prevention services that lead to better health outcomes for Latinos and the larger community. For more information, visit www.hhcga.org or call (678) 843-8905end_of_the_skype_highlighting.
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